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THE REGULATORY FRAMEWORK FOR OUR ASSESSMENT 

Our assessment is made within the framework of the Contaminated Land Regime defined by Part 
2A of the Environmental Protection Act and the Contaminated Land Statutory Guidance 2012. We 
have considered the contaminated land guidance documents issued by the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) including Model Procedures for the Management of 
Land Contamination (CLR11) (Environment Agency 2004a).   

Our method is to create a clear conceptual model of the potential Pollutant Linkages present on site, 
consider the Sources (potential contaminants on site) which may cause harm, via Pathways, to 
Receptors such as human health (e.g. that of site users), the water environment (groundwater, 
surface water) and the built environment (buildings, services). Contaminated Land has a precise 
definition, and does not include all land which contains contaminants, but only land where there is a 
Pollutant Linkage causing (or giving rise to a significant risk of) a degree of harm. 

Our approach to the assessment of risks to Human Health is consistent with that established in 
CLR11. This establishes a tiered approach including: 

 Preliminary Risk Assessment (e.g. the establishment of potential pollutant linkages) – normally 
through desk based work; 

 Generic Quantitative Risk Assessment (GQRA) (e.g. the comparison of contaminant 
concentrations against Soil Guideline Values (SGV) or other Generic Assessment Criteria 
(GAC)); and, 

 Detailed Quantitative Risk Assessment (DQRA) (e.g. the comparison of contaminant 
concentrations against site specific assessment criteria). 
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